
What is the role of a
sign language interpreter?
The role of a sign language interpreter is to facilitate communication between individuals who use sign language

(such as American Sign Language, ASL) and those who communicate in spoken language. Here are the key
aspects of a sign language interpreter's role:

1. Facilitate Communication:

The primary role of a sign language interpreter is to bridge the communication gap between deaf or hard-of-hearing
individuals and those who use spoken language. They interpret spoken language into sign language and vice versa.

2. Maintain Neutrality:

Interpreters are expected to remain neutral and impartial during interactions. They do not express personal opinions
or become involved in the content of the conversation beyond their interpreting duties.

3. Convey Tone and Emotion:

Interpreters convey not only the words being spoken but also the tone, emotion, and nuances of the message. This
helps ensure that the full meaning and intent are accurately conveyed.

4. Cultural Sensitivity:

Interpreters should be culturally sensitive and aware of the cultural context of both the deaf and hearing individuals
involved. This includes understanding cultural nuances, norms, and potential variations in sign language.

5. Adapt to Different Settings:

Interpreters work in various settings, including educational institutions, medical facilities, legal proceedings, business
meetings, and more. They must be able to adapt to different environments and subject matters.

6. Maintain Confidentiality:

Interpreters adhere to a strict code of ethics that includes maintaining confidentiality. They do not disclose any
information discussed during interpreted interactions.

7. Continuous Professional Development:

Interpreters engage in ongoing professional development to enhance their language proficiency, cultural
competence, and interpreting skills. This may include attending workshops, training sessions, and staying updated
on changes in the field.

8. Educate on the Interpreting Process:

In some situations, interpreters may need to educate both deaf and hearing individuals about the interpreting process
to ensure effective communication. This can include discussing best practices for communication and addressing
any potential challenges.

9. Advocate for Access:

Interpreters may advocate for the rights of deaf or hard-of-hearing individuals to ensure they have equal access to
information, services, and opportunities in various settings.

10. Manage Stress and Fatigue:

Interpreting can be mentally and physically demanding. Interpreters must manage stress and fatigue to maintain the
quality of their work. This may involve taking breaks and ensuring a healthy work-life balance.

Overall, sign language interpreters play a crucial role in facilitating communication and fostering inclusion for deaf or
hard-of-hearing individuals in a variety of settings. Their professionalism, language proficiency, and cultural
competence contribute to effective and meaningful communication.
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